[The MRSA patient in technical orthopaedics and rehabilitation].
Colonisation and infection of humans by methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) was examined retrospectively at the Clinic of Technical Orthopedics and Rehabilitation of the University Clinic at Münster (Germany). The cohort consisted of 28 patients who over the period were microbiologically shown to harbour MRSA from January 1997 to June 2000. Out of these, only 16 patients were colonised and only 12 patients developed MRSA infection. The inpatient stay was longer for MRSA subjects than for non-MRSA subjects. All patients had chronic wound healing disorders of the lower extremities which were due to peripheral neuropathies, diabetes mellitus and/or obstructive disease of the arteries. All patients were at risk for colonisation with MRSA.